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Dear Members and Friends

Spring has arrived and it’s time for renewal. We have just had the carpets cleaned at the Centre, long overdue, and have started on a programme of spring cleaning. The gardening club have brightened up the front with fresh flowers. We now have a brass plaque on the front of the building marking Linda’s enormous achievement in bringing her vision of a healing place for all into well established reality. 

In the last newsletter Linda wrote back in August, she reflected on that achievement, the nine years it took to get started and then ten years of hard graft to keep it going, pursuing that dream of working together for the benefit of all. Many  was the time she was so exasperated with people not getting it, being so wrapped up in their own issues and pulling in different directions, that she just wanted to close the place. Someone gave her a mug with the inscription: ‘It’s difficult to soar like an eagle when you’re surrounded by turkeys.’ She’s soaring free now, but as always she’ll be back to help us lesser mortals.

I do want to thank Tina and all the staff at the Centre for holding the place together in our absence. They really proved that it has grown up to the point where it can live its life without its parents being there all the time. This has enabled me to spend time away healing in nature and re-establishing various relationships so we can move forward. I have learned a great deal more about healing loss and bereavement and I hope to put it in a book one day – I’ve already found a collaborator. First I have to do some writing regarding The Message, for which I have found another collaborator. A new team is beginning to emerge for our larger work beyond the Centre. What we have created at the Centre now has to go out into the rest of the world. 

Just six months after we opened the Centre all those years ago, a therapist friend of ours we hadn’t seen for a couple of years turned up out of the blue and started giving angel card readings which turned out to be very powerful channelings about the changes coming in the world (something Linda had been talking about long before then) and what we needed to do to prepare ourselves for them. There were very mixed reactions. Two therapists walked out in tears. Linda could not cope with being told what a huge person she was/is and the important role she was to play. She asked Trish what she would be doing herself and she replied that she had cancer and would be passing over and helping from the other side, as happened later that year. Linda was in a right huff about this, even when recalling it years later. ‘It’s all right for her. She b*****ed off and left me down here to do all the work.’  That was February 2000. Now I find she’s done the same to me, exactly ten years later!

I am planning for the resumption of NMT training to take place in the autumn. I will be supervising it with help from Den and Kim and by that time Linda will have well finished her healing on the other side and be ready to guide us. We also have plans for development of Linda’s lotions and potions in due course. People ask about Spain. I am told it can go ahead if I choose, which I do, but I shall be waiting on a sign that the time is right. We have spent too much time getting nowhere in the past. When the time is right, it will happen.

We welcome a new acupuncturist at the Centre, Dominic Rushmore. New to us that is – he is very experienced. It looks like this is going to become a well established practice. We also have a new therapy, angelic reiki, which Maggie Paterson has introduced. I have certainly found it helpful.

There are a number of new courses coming up, colour play, reiki, crystals, NLP. Details can be found on the website or by contacting the Centre. 

A group of us are doing the Waendel Walk on 8/9th May to help raise funds for the projects. Anyone who wants to join us, contact Tina. Sponsorship very welcome. We had a very useful evening session with volunteer staff from Victim Support back in January and are planning more publicity to bring people in. We are also looking in to developing a new project for the physically disabled. Both Linda and Den have done a lot of valuable work with this group and we are looking to extend it.

Our clothes week in the autumn went very well and we raised a total of ₤1200. The waiting room looked like a clothes shop for a while but it was well worth it in funds raised as well as in helpful recycling. We shall be doing that again this year so if you have any cast offs you are clearing out, keep us in mind.

We have scheduled our AGM for Tuesday 11th May, 7.30pm, all members welcome, wine and cheese after as usual. Most people are put off by those three letters AGM but we always get through the business quickly and it is never dull. This year we are looking for some new officers on the committee. In particular we need a new Secretary - Judith retired after ten years of valuable service last year. I need to take Linda’s place as Chairman so we need a new Treasurer. Anyone interested in helping out, please contact me.

Everything got delayed this year for obvious reasons. Renewal of memberships normally takes place in January. You will find a slip at the bottom of this letter. We would very much like to increase our membership. Our members are our supporters and all membership funds go to help our work with those in need. We always keep the figure at 5 pounds so it is accessible to everyone, but we welcome larger contributions from anyone more able to help our work. 

With hindsight, I am very glad Linda was still with us to celebrate the ten-year anniversary of the Centre on 9th September last year. It was a wonderful occasion. We have decided we will hold an annual celebration at that time to which all members will be invited. At that time Linda was talking about starting a series of talks about her experiences, rather like the ones she gave after our return from Australia. I have decided to go ahead with this plan and have scheduled the first one for Tuesday 22nd June at 7.30pm. The topic will be, appropriately, Life after Death (on both sides of the divide). I will give a talk and then there will be opportunity for discussion. Entrance will be free to members. The next talk after that will be on Saving the World – date to be arranged.

I want to thank you all for your continued support for Linda, for me personally and for the Centre. And a big thank you to all who contributed to the fund for Survival International which has now been paid over to them, except for a few late additions – if there’s any more, send it to me and I’ll pass it on. We raised a total of ₤2,730. Linda would be very pleased. We went to an educational event they held at the British Museum a few years ago about the plight of American and Canadian native peoples and Linda always hoped they would arrange another one. Now they are holding a celebration of tribal peoples in London this Sunday and I will be going to represent her. If anyone wants to join me, get in touch. For those who get this by email, the link is: http://www.survivalinternational.org/news/5623
Linda used often to finish her newsletters with a story. I am going to get them collected together in an archive on our website. I’m not sure about my gifts as a story-teller, but if anyone wants to contribute a story or poem to future newsletters, let me know. We could make it more of a communal enterprise. After all that’s what it’s all about.

I’ll finish this one with telling you about Invictus, a recent film directed by Clint Eastwood. Linda particularly liked his films, they are different and thoughtful whilst still retaining the basic ingredients of entertainment she loved. I happened to find Invictus showing at the theatre cinema in Malvern when I was there and it gave me a great lift. It recounts how Nelson Mandela used the 1995 rugby world cup to cement relationships between the communities just after he had become president.. Very inspiring. The title refers to a Victorian poem he kept a copy of on his cell wall when he was in prison. Anyone who is really struggling will find some strength and courage in these words. I did.

Out of the night that covers me,

Black as the Pit from pole to pole,

I thank whatever gods may be

For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance

I have not winced nor cried aloud.

Under the bludgeonings of chance

My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears

Looms but the Horror of the shade,

And yet the menace of the years

Finds, and shall find, me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,

How charged with punishments the scroll.

I am the master of my fate:

I am the captain of my soul.

Very best wishes to all of you. Please return the slip below if you want to join us in this great enterprise.

Charles
(Friends abroad can just send an email in reply, asking to be kept on the contact list.)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

I apply to be a member of the Callistherapy Foundation for 2010 and I enclose ……………………….

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Post Code: …………………………… Email: …………………………………………………………..

Telephone: ……………………………………………………………….........................................................
